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Background 
The deadline for Contracting Parties to submit comments to the monitoring manual was by 15 September 

2014. By this time Finland, Germany, Estonia, Poland, Sweden had provided comments. The Secretariat has 

incorporated as many of the proposed changes as possible to the online monitoring manual before the 

Meeting, focusing on those related to corrections and national information. However, a number of 

proposed revisions have implications for the overall presentation and content of the manual and should be 

discussed jointly before further revisions. 

This document contains some general issues observed by the Secretariat as well as a list of specific 

comments provided by CPs to be considered by the Meeting. The complete list of comments and 

information on how they have been treated is included in document 3-4.  

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to  

 decide on the issues that are included in this document. 
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GENERAL ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED BY MORE10-2014 

During the course of revising the manual, the Secretariat has noted a number of general issues that need to be agreed 

upon. 

1) Should the manual include details of monitoring in each country? 

2) Should the manual include information on monitoring carried out in projects (one-off)? 

3) On the programme topic pages, should names of experts that have contributed to the monitoring 

manual be included or only names of responsible HELCOM subsidiary bodies? 

The questions are clarified below. 

1) SHOULD THE MANUAL INCLUDE MONITORING DETAIL OF EACH COUNTRY? 

Some CPs have provided details about their monitoring, e.g. frequency of sampling, while others have not. While 

optimally the manual should contain this type information; should this fragmented information be included in the 

first version of the manual or should we wait to include it until all countries have provided detailed information? 

For example: 

In the Concentration of contaminants - biota sub-programme under “Brief description of monitoring: Element / 

parameter PBDE / Concentration of chemical/pollutant in biota” only Finland and Germany provided detail about 

frequency: 

 

 

 

 

 

http://helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-manual/concentration-of-contaminants/contaminants-in-biota
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2) SHOULD THE N INCLUDE INFORMATION ON MONITORING CARRIED OUT IN PROJECTS 

(ONE-OFF)? 

In the template for filling in information on sub-programmes it was instructed not to include information from 

research projects or single surveys since it was not felt of interest for the Monitoring Manual. However, the response 

“one-off” is included in the EU MSFD reporting options and have been used by some experts. Should the manual 

include information on one-off monitoring actitivites? 

 

There are for example some rows in the concept table of Marine wintering birds abundance and distribution with 

“one-off” in Frequency. 

 

3) SHOULD THE NAMES OF EXPERTS THAT HAVE CONTRIBUTED WITH INFORMATION TO 

THE CURRENT VERSION OF THE MONITORING MANUAL BE INCLUDED ? 

The section “Responsible subsidiary bodies” of each programme topic contain in some cases the name of the experts 

that have contributed with information to the current version of the monitoring manual. Should the names be 

included? 

Example in Birds programme topic 

 

Example in Concentration of contaminants programme topic 

Marine%20wintering%20birds%20abundance%20and%20distribution
http://helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-manual/birds/
http://helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-manual/concentration-of-contaminants
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The same happens in the Data providers and access section of come sub-programmes: 

For example in the Pigments sub-programme 

  

http://helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-manual/phytoplankton/pigments
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Specific comments to be addressed by MORE 10-2014: 

INTRODUCTION 

Comment 
proposed 
by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Finland Finland recommends that the terms ‘COMBINE 
monitoring’, PLC-monitoring’ and ‘MORS monitoring’ 
would be reconsidered (at least in all general text) as 
they relate to the old monitoring programme and only 
confuse readers of the new monitoring programme. 

MORE: consider proposal.  

There are many links to specific 
sections to e.g. COMBINE. If not to 
use the term COMBINE what should 
be used instead? 

 Finland also recommends that the general parts of the 
COMBINE manual should be revised in order to 
remove contradictory parts with the new monitoring 
programme. Finland further recommends that the 
Annexes of the COMBINE manual could be split to 
specific parts which can be directly linked to indicators 
and subprogrammes. 

MORE to take note: 

The Secretariat does not find it 
possible or effective to revise the 
COMBINE manual at this time. We 
have specified which parts of 
COMBINE have been moved to the 
Monitoring manual. See meeting 
doc 3.2 of MORE-10 

For all sections that have been 
moved, we propose to make it clear 
that the monitoring manual 
provides the valid and most recent 
information 

   

 

 

PROGRAMME TOPIC: BIRDS  

SUB-PROGRAMME: MARINE WINTERING BIRDS ABUNDANCE AND DISTRIBUTION 

Comment proposed 
by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Estonia Element. Offshore counts. Link to HELCOM CI  not relevant; it 
is related to abundance of migrating species. 

Additional comment: “–One of the tasks of this project (2014-
2015) is to suggest a monitoring plan for the future. Most 
probably it will be once per 6 year period, but the final station 
network could be different (not so many stations in the GoF).” 

MORE:  This one and some 
others are apparently  
projects (“one-off”). Should 
we include or not in the 
concepts table?  
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PROGRAMME TOPIC: MAMMALS  

PROGRAMME TOPIC DESCRIPTION 

 

Comment proposed 
by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Germany Health status: 

HELCOM core  indicator linked to the sub-programme is 
'Nutritional status of seals and Pregnancy rates of the marine 
mammals'  In my opinion it is still highly questionable to 
classify this indicator as “core” due to the fact that 1) animals 
found/collected dead are not representative for a seal 
population and its nutritional status and 2) (excessive) 
hunting is not really in the interest of the conservation 
objectives of the MSFD and HELCOM.  

The same applies to the indicator: pregnancy rates of 
mammals. . 

MORE: The Core Indicators 
have been endorsed by 
HOD 41 2013 and the MM 
links the information on 
monitoring to this latest 
decision. Comments related 
to the core indicators 
should be addressed to 
upcoming meetings of 
CORESET II 2, GEAR 8, and 
STATE 1. 

 If these indicators will be maintained as “core”, it is necessary 
to include a general remark such as the following: According 
to the MSFD the selective extraction of species and the 
associate biological disturbance are pressures and impacts to 
the marine environment which must not jeopardize the 
achievement of the good environmental status according to 
the MSFD or the HELCOM BSAP 

MORE to consider if and 
where to add the remark. 

 

SUB-PROGRAMME: SEAL HEALTH STATUS 

Comment proposed 
by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Germany Regional coordination:  Clarification: HELCOM SEAL 7/2013 
recommended that no hunting programs should be initiated to 
fulfil the data needs of core indicators. Further, due to the fact 
that today only the Baltic Sea grey seal population is above the 
Limit Reference Level, and according to the HELCOM Seal Rec. (27-
28) “no allowances for deliberate killing should be issued” for 
ringed seals and harbor seals, and for grey seals only, “if in the 
population a significant positive long-term growth rate can be 
observed, and if licenses for anthropogenic removals are issued, 
special care has to be taken so that the positive long-term growth 
rate is not jeopardized”. 

MORE: where to include 
this info: not suitable 
under Regional 
coordination. 

 Monitoring requirements and gaps: 

CORRECT: Monitoring is to be carried out to fulfill assessment 
requirements in view of the HELCOM ecological objectives, which 
are outlined e.g. in HELCOM core indicators. The requirements on 
monitoring can include number of stations, frequency or sampling 
and replication. 

MORE: Secretariat 
considers that it should 
not be changed.   
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PROGRAMME TOPIC: FISH, FISHERIES AND SHELLFISH 

SUB-PROGRAMME: MIGRATORY FISH 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Sweden Adequacy for assessment 

Adequate data? No 

Established method for assessment? Yes 

Adequate understanding of GES? No 

Adequate capacity to perform assessments? Yes 

MORE to take note 

 

 

SUB-PROGRAMME: OFFSHORE FISH  

 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Sweden Adequacy for assessment 

Adequate data? Yes 

Established method for assessment? Yes 

Adequate understanding of GES? No 

Adequate capacity to perform assessments? Yes 

MORE: FI proposes to respond to  
“Adequate understanding of GES?” 
“Yes, e.g. MSY targets can be 
estimated” by Finland.  

Sweden proposes to respond “no” 

 

SUB-PROGRAMME: COMMERCIAL SHELLFISH 

 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Sweden Adequacy for assessment 

Adequate data? No 

Established method for assessment? No 

Adequate understanding of GES? No 

Adequate capacity to perform assessments? No 

MORE: Agree with Swedish 
proposal? 
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SUB-PROGRAMME: FISHERIES BYCATCH 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Sweden Adequacy for assessment 

(TARGETS: No, No , No, No; MEASURES: No, No, No, No) 

MORE: Agree with Swedish 
proposal? 

 

 

PROGRAMME TOPIC: HYDROGRAPHY 

SUB-PROGRAMME: TEMPERATURE, SALINITY, TRANSPARENCY, TURBIDITY 

 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Germany The name of the sub-programme is not conform with the 
indicative list of the EU Reporting Package for MSFD Art. 11. 
The HELCOM denomination corresponds to the parameter 
selection (Q9b) 

MORE has overall not followed the 
name of the EU sub-programmes 
literally. The corresponding proposal 
from the EU list would be “Water 
column-physical characteristics” 
CHANGE? 

reporting package 

 Concept table - Spatial resolution: Q9g asks for two values: , % 
coverage,  Samples per year 

MORE To take note. 

 “Aproximate proportion (%)” was 
difficult to interpret on a regional 
scale. We did not get useful info 
from experts and it was decided to 
use the maps since they at least 
show the  spatial distribution of 
stations. 

  

https://circabc.europa.eu/d/a/workspace/SpacesStore/2678a5fe-d8bc-4f62-aafe-d09c53294e0b/MSFD_Art11ReportingPackage_Final_Feb2014.doc
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PROGRAMME TOPIC: PHYTOPLANKTON 

SUB-PROGRAMME: SPECIES COMPOSITION, ABUNDANCE AND BIOMASS 

 

Comment proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Germany Germany has a continuous monitoring programme since 1979 
(gap only in 1996). Also other countries started HELCOM 
monitoring in 1979, only occasionally with delay. Why is it 
indicated that some countries started only in 2008 with the 
remark  that “also data from1979-….” exist. Perhaps the ICES 
data bank is incomplete ??? 

MORE: Changed for 
Germany to 1979. 
Others countries need 
to check themselves 

 

 

PROGRAMME TOPIC: BENTHIC COMMUNITY SPECIES DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE 

SUB-PROGRAMME: HARDBOTTOM SPECIES 

 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Poland Adequacy for assessment of GES 

Adequate data?:  PL – no 

Adequate capacity to perform assessments? PL - 
no 

MORE: Poland proposes to answer “no” to 
both questions. 

In the manual it is now “yes”.  

Suggestion from CORESET II project manager: 

Maybe not “yes” At least not on the regional 
HELCOM scale for hard bottoms. Hopefully 
the work on the pre-core lower depth 
macrophyt-will give all this shortly. (noting 
that blue-mussels are still not included in that 
indicator work, and the candidate indicator 
has been put on the shelf, so for that element 
even CORESET II won’t provide these things 
for, note again, the regional level). 

“Adequate data? Yes – for local and national 
assessments”? 

 

PROGRAMME TOPIC: NON-INDIGENOUS SPECIES 

PROGRAMME TOPIC DESCRIPTION 

Comment proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Finland Finland proposes that there will be two sub-programmes: 
one for port monitoring and one for compiling information 

MORE to discuss 
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Comment proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

from other biological monitoring activities and 
observations. As HELCOM has been maintaining an 
information sheet on observed and established NIS, it could 
be mentioned here as a part of the monitoring activities. 
Please add some text to describe the sub-programme(s). 

 

SUB-PROGRAMME: NON-INDIGENOUS SPECIES 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Finland Activities (Q7a, 7b): Transport: shipping: Finland proposes to keep 
transport and shipping under the sub-programme ‘Monitoring in 
ports’ because the number of NIS in ports is indicative of shipping 
activity although indirectly and of ballast water treatment efficiency 
more directly. 

MORE first need to decide 
if there should be two sub-
programmes for NIS. 

 

PROGRAMME TOPIC: INPUTS 

SUB-PROGRAMME: NUTRIENT INPUTS FROM ATMOSPHERE 

 

Comment proposed 
by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Secretariat Purpose of monitoring: For BSAP, we should also be following 
up on the nutrient reduction scheme (MAI/CART)  

For MSFD, input of nutrients should perhaps also be 
considered as follow-up of effectiveness of programmes of 
measures? 

Proposal to add new row on 
MAI/CART bellow Eco 
objectives 

Proposal to add new row 
under pressures and 
impacts: Effectiveness of 
measures. 

SUB-PROGRAMME: NUTRIENT INPUTS FROM LANDBASED SOURCES 

 

Comment proposed 
by Comment   

Comment by 
Secretariat 

Secretariat 
Purpose of monitoring: For BSAP, we should also be following 
up on the nutrient reduction scheme (MAI/CART)  
 
 
For MSFD, input of nutrients should perhaps also be 
considered as follow-up of effectiveness of programmes of 
measures? 

Proposal to add new row on 
MAI/CART bellow Eco 
objectives 
 
Proposal to add new row 
under pressures and 
impacts: Effectiveness of 
measures. 
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PROGRAMME TOPIC: CONCENTRATION OF CONTAMINANTS 

PROGRAMME TOPIC DESCRIPTION 

 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Finland Finland monitors also lysosomal membrane stability, which is 
not included in the HELCOM sub-programmes (as Biological 
effects sub-programme is not included), and phycotoxins, 
which are not covered by the HELCOM monitoring 
programme. If other countries wish to develop sub-
programme fact sheets for these, Finland is willing to co-
operate. 

MORE: To take note. 

 

SUB-PROGRAMME: BIOTA 

 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Sect 

Jakob 
Strand 

Proposal to divide TBT and Imposex 

Regional (COMBINE) / Imposex in snails / Biological 
effects of contaminants HELCOM COMBINE 
manual, Part D / Other / Other/ Tributyltin (TBT) and 
imposex / 8.1.1 Concentration of the contaminants 
measured in the relevant matrix / EEZ / 1998 (DK) / DK, 
SE. Element “tributyltin (TBT), imposex” replaced with 
“Tributyltin (TBT) in biota” 

DONE: TBT concentration in biota has 
been separate from monitoring of 
Imposex 

MORE: Is it ok? 

MORE: How many countries monitor 
imposex? (currently on DK and SE 
according to concept table) 

Germany Concept table: Link to HELCOM core indicators Is 
there the same list for D8 and D9 in CORESET?? For D9 it 
makes only sense for compounds regulated under EU 
directives for food! 

Not sure the comment is understood 
correctly; it is the monitoring parameters 
that is linked to MSFD descriptors D8 and 
D9. 

MORE:  

Feedback from CORESET II Project 
manager: 

ref to CORESET II 1-2014 outcome, ALL 
hazardous substance core indicators are 
Primarily linked to D8 and Secondarily to 
D9. Don’t know how that shuold best be 
marked in this context.  

I’m not sure if I’m correct, but my 
interpretation is that D9 CAN have a 
broader scope that EU-food directives, in 
the GES DEC 

“ …substances for which máximum levels 
are established at European, regional, or 
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national level for products destined for 
human consumption.” 

a JRC D9 report lists the following 
compounds 

“A number of contaminants in marine 
environment giving rise to concern both 
from an environmental and public health of 
view have been selected. Regulatory levels 
have been laid down for lead, cadmium, 
mercury, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, 
dioxins & dioxin-like PCBs and 
radionuclides. Other substances of concern 
are arsenic, non-dioxin like PCBs, 
phthalates, organochlorine pesticides, 
organotin compounds, brominated flame 
retardants and polyfluorinated 
compounds.” 

Understanding what is what and why in the 
concept table is always a bit tricky, but to 
me there is no error in linking core 
indicators to parameters as they now are, 
but I’m not sure if the following column is 
correct and informative “MSFD GES” where 
it reads 8.1.1&9.1.1. on every row. Might 
be that the D9 consideration is correct 
there. Maybe delete the D9 reference in 
the MSFD column for those compounds not 
listed in the JRC report could be a step in 
the correct direction? 

 Concept table: Element - PCBs, dioxins and furans / 
Concentration of chemical/nutrient /pollutant in biota 
 Nutrients are not measured in biota for 
environmental purposes 

MORE: The response alternative comes 
from EU reporting options. Should we 
follow the EU list options or the logical 
alternative to delete “nutrient”?  

 

 Are PAH included in “other contaminants”? MORE: Yes it is included in “other 
contaminants” but so is also other 
compounds The full list is available in Annex 
I.  

Should we delete the row “Others”? It does 
not seem to provide any information 
(unless the monitored compounds from the 
list are specified). 

Should we add a row on PAH?  

 Method: More references are given in the measuring 
programm: 

JAMP Guidelines for Monitoring Contaminants in Biota. 
OSPAR Commission, Ref.-No. 99-02 (Revision. 2012) 

CEMP Monitoring Manual (OSPAR):  

TIMES (ICES):  

DONE: Added to Method and References 
when Coordination is Regional 

 

MORE: take note and consider. 

 

http://www.ospar.org/v_measures/browse.asp?menu=01290301790125_000002_000000
http://www.ospar.org/v_measures/browse.asp?menu=01290301790125_000002_000000
http://www.ospar.org/content/content.asp?menu=00040400000000_000000_000000
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Determination of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in 
sediment and biota. ICES TIMES No. 53 (2013) 

Determination of polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins, 
polychlorinated dibenzofurans, and dioxin-like 
polychlorinated biphenyls in biota and sediment. ICES 
TIMES No. 50 (2012) 

Monitoring organotins in marine biota. ICES TIMES No. 
47 (2010) 

Determination of polybrominated diphenyl ethers 
(PBDEs) in sediment and biota. ICES TIMES No. 46 (2009) 

Determination of parent and alkylated polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in biota and sediment. 
ICES TIMES No. 45 (2009) 

Determination of Hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD) in 
sediment and biota. ICES TIMES No. 44 (2009) 

 

 Concept table: 

QA/QC: in the measuring programe specified as: 

-Quality Assurance of Information for Marine Env. 
Monitoring in Europe 

-Qualtiätsmanagementsysteme nach DIN EN ISO/IEC 
17025 

DONE: Added QUASIMEME and DIN EN 
ISO/IEC 17025 to all rows in concept table 
with “regional” in Coordination. Also added 
to Regional coordination. 

MORE: take note and consider 

MORE: Should the rows where 
“Coordination” is “National” also be filled-
in with these QA/QC? 

Estonia Purpose of monitoring: 

Assessment of: It can be considered also as Pressure 

MORE: In general Input of anthropogenic 
matter is considered as pressure. MORE 
may want to discuss it 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times53/PCBs%20TIMES%2053%20for%20print.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times53/PCBs%20TIMES%2053%20for%20print.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times50/TIMES%2050-final.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times50/TIMES%2050-final.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times50/TIMES%2050-final.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times50/TIMES%2050-final.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times47/100322-TIMES%2047%20Organotin-Final2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times47/100322-TIMES%2047%20Organotin-Final2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times46/091216-TIMES%2046%20PBDE-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times46/091216-TIMES%2046%20PBDE-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times45/091214-TIMES%2045%20PAHs-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times45/091214-TIMES%2045%20PAHs-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times45/091214-TIMES%2045%20PAHs-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times44/091207-TIMES%2044%20FINAL3.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times44/091207-TIMES%2044%20FINAL3.pdf
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SUB-PROGRAMME: WATER 

 

Comment 
proposed by Comment   Comment by Secretariat 

Germany Concept table: Concentration of chemical/nutrient/pollutant in 
water column:  PBDE  

 (1) Not coordinated under COMBINE, is only supplementary part  

(2) not measured in water 

DONE: Added to Method 
and References when 
Coordination is Regional 

MORE: take note.  

MORE: Should the PBDE 
row be deleted or should 
something be clarified? 

 Comment from reviewer on contaminants in water 

Method: . 

Next to the COMBINE manual within the measuring programme it 
was referred to: 

TIMES (ICES):  

Determination of perfluoroalkyl compounds in water, sediment, 
and biota – ICES TIMES No. 48 (2010)  

Determination of polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) in 
sediment and biota. ICES TIMES No. 46 (2009) 

Determination of parent and alkylated polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) in biota and sediment. ICES TIMES No. 45 
(2009) 

Determination of Hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD) in sediment 
and biota. ICES TIMES No. 44 (2009) 

JAMP Guidelines for the analysis of PFCs in water -  

Guidance on surface water chemical monitoring under the Water 
Framework Directive. EC 2009 

ISO 5667-9, 1992-10: Wasserbeschaffenheit; Probenahme; Teil 9: 
Hinweise zur Probenahme von Meerwasser 

DIN EN ISO 5667-3, 2004-05: Wasserbeschaffenheit - Probenahme 
- Teil 3: Anleitung zur Konservierung und Handhabung von 
Wasserproben (ISO 5667-3: 2003); Deutsche Fassung EN ISO 5667-
3: 2003 

DONE but CHECK: added 
to Method and 
References when 
Coordination is Regional 

MORE: take note.  

 QA/QC: needs additonal information on QA/QC measures; 

in the measuring programme it was specified as: 

Qualitätsmanagementsysteme nach DIN EN ISO/IEC 17025, 
interlaboratory comparisons - http://www.quasimeme.org/, ISO TS 
13530, ISO 11352, Technical guidance on monitoring for the 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive  

MORE: take note. 

CHECK if OK: Added in 
QA/QC column in concept 
table in addition to 
reference to the 
COMBINE manual 

 

 

http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20(TIMES)/times48/TIMES%2048%20PFCs-final%20100812.pdf
http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20(TIMES)/times48/TIMES%2048%20PFCs-final%20100812.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times46/091216-TIMES%2046%20PBDE-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times46/091216-TIMES%2046%20PBDE-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times45/091214-TIMES%2045%20PAHs-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times45/091214-TIMES%2045%20PAHs-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times45/091214-TIMES%2045%20PAHs-FINAL2.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times44/091207-TIMES%2044%20FINAL3.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Techniques%20in%20Marine%20Environmental%20Sciences%20%28TIMES%29/times44/091207-TIMES%2044%20FINAL3.pdf
http://www.ospar.org/documents/dbase/decrecs/agreements/10-08e_JAMP%20guideline%20PFCS%20in%20water.doc
https://circabc.europa.eu/sd/d/e54e8583-faf5-478f-
https://circabc.europa.eu/sd/d/e54e8583-faf5-478f-


Programme topic: Concentration of contaminants 
Sub-programme: sediment 
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SUB-PROGRAMME: SEDIMENT 

 

Comment 
proposed 
by Comment   Comment by Sectretariat 

Germany Concept table. Element PCBs and furans: What is meant here: PCBs 
and dl-congeners, dioxin and furans or only PCBs? The combination 
PCBs and furans is very strange 

MORE:  

This grouping is done by ICES. 
It contains “octachloro-
dibenzofuran” and 
“polychlorinated biphenyls - 
Report as single PCBs” 

 Concept table : Concentration of chemical/nutrient/pollutant in/on 
seabed substrate: Nurients  on seabed-substrate ???????? 

MORE: This comes from the 
EU list “Monitoring 
parameters” : 

 Concentration of 
chemical/nutrient/polluta
nt in biota 

 Concentration of 
chemical/nutrient/polluta
nt in water column 

 Concentration of 
chemical/nutrient/polluta
nt in/on seabed substrate 

Should we follow the EU list 
options or the logical 
alternative to delete 
“nutrient”?  

 Brief description of monitoring 

PCBs and furans (SEE ABOVE- same mistake)  / Concentration of 
chemical/pollutant in/on seabed substrate 

MORE: See above comment 

 Method: The measuring programme also refers to 

-ISO 5667-19, 2004: Wasserbeschaffenheit; Probenahme; Teil 19: 
Anleitung zur Probenahme mariner Sedimente 

-ISO 5667-12: Wasserbeschaffenheit – Probenahme  Teil 12: Hinweise 
zur Probenahme von Sedimenten 

-DIN EN ISO 5667-15, 2009. Wasserbeschaffenheit - Probenahme - 
Teil 15: Anleitung zur Konservierung und Handhabung von Schlamm- 
und Sedimentproben 

-DIN EN ISO/IEC 17025, 2005: Allgemeine Anforderungen an die 
Kompetenz von Prüf- und Kalibrierlaboratorien (ISO/IEC 17025: 2005); 
Deutsche und Englische Fassung EN ISO/IEC 17025: 2005. 

-CIS Guidance Document 25: Guidance on chemical monitoring of 
sediments and biota under the Water Framework Directive 
(2000/60/EC), 2010 

DONE: added to Method and 
References when Coordination 
is Regional 

MORE: take note.  

 



Programme topic: Litter 
Programme topic description 
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 QA/QC: The measuring programme refers to  

-IOC Manual of Quality control Procedures 

-Quality Assurance of information for Marine Env. Monitoring in 
Europe 

and 

-DIN EN ISO/IEC 17025. 

DONE but CHECK: added to 
QA/QC column and 
References when Coordination 
is Regional  

MORE: take note. 

 

Estonia Purpose of monitoring: 

Assessment of: It can be considered also as Pressure 

MORE: In general Input of 
anthropogenic matter is 
considered as pressure, (not 
concentrations). 

MORE may want to discuss 
this. 

 

PROGRAMME TOPIC: LITTER 

PROGRAMME TOPIC DESCRIPTION 

Comment proposed by Comment   Comment by Secreatariat 

Finland Sub-programme name should be: ‘Microlitter 
particle abundance and characteristics’ 

Sub-programme: Macrolitter characteristics and 
abundance/volume: ‘depending on the national 
programmes.’ should be added in the end of the 
sub-programme description. 

MORE to discuss and decide  

 

  



Annex I 
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ANNEX I 

This annex relates to the Sub-programme: biota question by Germany “Are PAH included in “other contaminants”?” 

List of other contaminants in biota reported under COMBINE according to ICES: 

acenaphthene 
acenaphthylene 
aldrin 
arsenic 
benzo[a]anthracene 
benzo[a]pyrene 
benzo[b]fluoranthene 
benzo[b+j,k]fluoranthene 
Benzene, 1,1'-oxybis[2,3,4,6-tetrabromo-(BDE197) 
Benzene, pentabromo(2,4,5-tribromophenoxy)-  (PBDE 
203) 
benzo[e]pyrene 
benzo[a]fluorene 
benzo[ghi]perylene 
benzo[k]fluoranthene 
cis-chlordane (alpha-chlordane) 
octachloro-dibenzofuran 
chrysene 
chrysene + triphenylene 
dibenz[a,h]anthracene 
Phthalic acid, dibutyl ester 
dibutyltin ion 
dibenzothiophene 
C1-dibenzothiophenes 
dibutyltin (DBT) - expressed as Sn-atom 
DDE (o,p') 
DDE (p,p') 
DDT (o,p') 
DDT (p,p') 
Phthalic acid, bis(2-ethylhexyl) ester 
dieldrin 
1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, diisononyl ester 
Di-n-octyl phthalate 
diphenyltin - expressed as Sn-atom 
endrin 
alpha-endosulfan 
beta-endosulfan 
fluorene 
fluoranthene 
hexachlorobenzene 

hexachlorobutadiene 
alpha-HCH (alpha-hexachlorocyclohexane) 
beta-HCH (beta-hexachlorocyclohexane) 
delta-HCH (delta-hexachlorocyclohexane) 
gamma-HCH (gamma-hexachlorocyclohexane) 
indeno[1,2,3-cd]pyrene 
Monobutyltin ion 
monobutyltin (MBT) - expressed as Sn-atom 
methyl mercury 
monophenyltin - expressed as Sn-atom 
naphthalene 
1-methylnaphthalene 
2-methylnaphthalene 
C2-naphthalenes 
C3-naphthalenes 
oxychlordane 
phenanthrene 
1-hydroxy phenanthrene (Unit example: ng/g) 
C1-phenanthrenes 
C2-phenanthrenes 
C3-phenanthrenes 
3,6-dimethylphenanthrene 
2-methylphenanthrene 
Parlar 26 (2-endo,3-exo,5-endo,6-exo,8,8,10,10 
octachlorobornane) 
Parlar 50 (2-endo,3-exo,5-endo,6-exo,8,8,9,10,10 
nonachlorobornane) 
Parlar 62 (2-endo,2-exo,5-endo,5-exo,8,9,9,10,10 
nonachlorobornane) 
perylene 
pyrene 
1-hydroxy pyrene 
1-methylpyrene 
short chain chlorinated paraffin (C10-C13) 
selenium 
trans-chlordane (gamma-chlordane) 
TDE (o,p') = DDD (o,p') 
TDE (p,p') = DDD (p,p') 
trans-nonachlor 
triphenyltin - expressed as Sn-atom 

 


